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wise be necessary. The religion of Europe was not 
Christianity, but the worship of the God of War. 
Would it not be possible to form a new alliance — a 
League of Peace — among those nations, who would agree 
to submit their differences to arbitration ? In war it was 
only a question which suffered most ; in arbitration which 
gained most. Some progress was being made. Arbitra- 
tion was no longer a beautiful dream. The unanimous 
vote in the House of Commons last year was a great 
step, and the Behring sea arrangement showed how even 
very difficult questions might be amicably solved. 

The speech of the Chairman was often applauded. 
Cardinal Vaughan, in moving the adoption of the report 
said : To hold four or five millions of men from agricul- 
tural and industrial pursuits, and make them drill and 
prepare for war was economically a most disastrous thing 
for Europe. He believed the whole question was one 
between Paganism and Christianity. 

Mr. Hoare, M. P., in seconding the resolution, said 
that he believed the ideal of universal peace would one 
day become an axiom of universal recognition. 

The following resolutions were unanimously voted : 

1. That this meeting hereby expresses its satisfaction 
that the committee has taken active steps to obtain the 
cooperation of their colleagues on the continent in 
reference to the proposals for the reduction of the mili- 
tary burdens of Europe, and particularly approve of the 
memorial to her Majesty the Queen that she should take 
the initiative in the latter important object, and the 
meeting trusts that the friends of peace throughout 
Europe will promote every measure which will afford re- 
lief to the suffering peoples, and diminish the danger of 
war. 

2. That this meeting hereby expresses great satisfac- 
tion that the unanimous vote of the House of Commons 
last year in favor of a permanent treaty of arbitration 
between Great Britain and the United States is being fol- 
lowed up by corresponding measures on the part of the 
latter ; and trusts that ere long the proposed treaty may 
be signed — an event which must have an important in- 
fluence on the progress of the principle of arbitration 
throughout the civilized world. And this meeting further 
unites with the friends of international justice every- 
where in rejoicing at the decision by a tribunal of arbitra- 
tion arrived at last year in reference to the rights claimed 
in the Behring Sea ; affording, as it did, a fresh example 
of the practicability of settling international difficulties 
by just and reasonable methods. 

The two sections of the Springer bill given below show 
the aims and the methods of procedure of the proposed 
National Board of Arbitration. The Committee on Labor 
has favorably reported this bill back to the House of Rep- 
resentatives : 

Sec. 3. That whenever differences or controversies 
arise between railroad corporations or other transportation 
companies engaged in the transportation of property or 
passengers among the States or with foreign nations, or 
within the Territories of the United States, or within the 
District of Columbia, and the employees of said com- 
panies, or whenever differences or controversies arise be- 



tween corporations or companies engaged in the manufac- 
ture or mining of articles or products used in and essen- 
tial to the carrying on by such corporations or companies 
of such commerce and their employees, which differences 
or controversies may hinder, impede, obstruct, interrupt, 
or affect such transportation of property or passengers, or 
such interstate or foreign commerce, or which may hinder, 
impede, or obstruct the transportation of the mails of the 
United States, and whenever any differences or contro- 
versies arise within said Territories or within the District 
of Columbia between employees and their employers, all 
such differences or controversies may be settled by the 
National Board of Arbitration created by this Act in the 
manner hereinafter provided. Whenever either party to 
any such differences or controversies may desire to submit 
the same to arbitration, such party shall present to said Na- 
tional Board of Arbitration a petition in writing, setting 
forth the facts in reference thereto and praying for the 
relief which such party may desire. When such petition 
shall be received by the National Board of Arbitration, 
the said board shall furnish the other party thereto with a 
copy of such petition and with notice to appear at a time 
stated and make answer thereto. When such answer is 
submitted, a time and place shall be fixed for the investi- 
gation and hearing thereof. Should such party decline to 
file an answer or refuse to make any appearance in the 
case, the said National Board of Arbitration shall pro- 
ceed to make the investigation and to render a decision 
thereon, the same as if an answer had been filed : Pro- 
vided, That when an answer is filed and questions for 
determination are mutually submitted, the award or deci- 
sion shall cover all questions so submitted ; but when no 
answer is filed, or no questions mutually submitted, the 
award or decision shall go only to the extent of enforcing 
the rights which the petitioning party may have in law or 
equity. 

Sec. 6. That the said National Board of Arbitration 
shall have power to investigate the causes of all contro- 
versies and disputes between employees and their em- 
ployers in the United States as they may occur, whether 
such controversies and disputes are submitted for arbitra- 
tion or not, and to report thereon to the President of the 
United States, who shall from time to time transmit such 
reports to Congress. In making such investigation and 
all other investigations authorized by this Act, said com- 
missioners, or a majority of them, may, in their discre- 
tion, proceed to the place where such controversies exist, 
and they shall have power to send for persons and papers 
and to administer oaths to witnesses, and they shall have 
such other powers as are possessed by United States com- 
missioners appointed by the circuit courts of the United 
States in making preliminary examinations. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



The great event of the past month in this country has 
been the Debs strike and boycott. Critical and distress- 
ing as the outlook at one time was, there was never any 
real danger of civil war, as many English papers tried to 
make the world believe. It was simply a contest between 
the legally constituted authorities, municipal, state and 
national, and bands of unorganized rioters, and the out- 
come was certain from the beginning. 
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Whatever one may think of the wisdom of Mr. Pull- 
man's refusal to go to arbitration (and, after reading 
what has been said on all sides of the subject, we are in- 
clined to think the company took a very imprudent 
course), no strike and boycott ever declared was more 
senseless than that led by Mr. Debs. The American 
Railway Union had no business whatever to meddle with 
the Pullman strike. Its action has done great damage, at 
least temporarily, to the -cause of labor. We are pleased 
to know that the laboring men of the country at large were 
wise enough, so many of them, to refuse to have anything 
to do with so senseless an undertaking. 

Mr. Debs has very properly been brought to justice. 
We think that the President of the United States and the 
Attorney-General have kept strictly within constitutional 
bounds in taking the measures which they have to stop 
the interference with interstate commerce. The whole 
business of the country was practically paralyzed, and 
might have been so to this day, but for the action at 
Washington. It is probable that this action of the Gen- 
eral Government in reference to inter-state commerce will 
make it much easier hereafter to control the riots growing 
out of strikes. 

It seems almost miraculous, looking back over the 
events of the month, that such widespread commotion and 
excitement should have prevailed with so little bloodshed. 
Men are growing less and less disposed to shoot and kill, 
if it can possibly be avoided. 

The Senate and the House are at a dead-lock over the 
tarriff bill. The House insists on having the bill left 
practically as it went to the Senate and the latter body 
declines to recede from the position which it has taken. 
Even the Democratic Caucus, at this writing, is all at sea. 
President Cleveland's letter to Mr. Wilson, which the lat- 
ter read in the House, is considered by Republicans gen- 
erally and by many Democrats as an unwarrantable and 
highly unwise attempt of the President to influence legis- 
lation. The President's course has been severely criticised 
in the Senate, Mr. Gorman having made a very bitter 
attack on him. The probable outcome will be that no 
legislation on the subject will be had during the present 
session of Congress, and that the whole distressing, inter- 
minable quarrel will return with the members to Washing- 
ton next winter. 

Great excitement has just been created among Catholics 
over the liquor question. M. Satolli, Apostolic Delegate 
from the Pope, has sustained Bishop Watterson, of Co- 
lumbus, in his determination to exclude liquor-dealers and 
saloon-keepers from Catholic societies, and has advised 
other bishops to do the same. This decision has carried 
dismay into liquor circles, which are largely made up of 
Catholics. The Wine and Spirit Gazette has dared Arch- 
bishop Corrigan of New York to carry out M. Satolli's 
recommendation. The Archbishop says he will do it. If 



the recommendation can be carried out, it will either deal 
the saloon very nearly a death blow or half break up the 
Catholic Church by driving out of its fold the liquor sup- 
porters. But whichever may be the result, the Catholic 
Church will do itself great honor by outlawing the worst 
foe of American society. 

The Hawaiian Republic was proclaimed on the Fourth 
of July, with Mr. Dole as its first president. The Presi- 
dent is to have a cabinet of four ministers. Each house 
of the Parliament will consist of fifteen members. The 
Constitution provides a small income qualification for 
voters, and that all electors shall be able to read and 
write English, except native Hawaiians who shall be able 
to read and write their own language. 

A bill has passed both Houses of Congress and been 
signed by the President admitting the Territory of Utah 
to statehood. 

The cholera has broken out in different parts of the old 
World. It has been very malignant in Russia and is now 
crossing the border into Austria. Some cases have been 
reported from Belgium. China is also badly infected with 
the plague and many thousands are dying. Strict meas- 
ures are being taken in Europe to prevent its spread. 

The Thirteenth Annual Christian Endeavor Convention, 
which met at Cleveland, Ohio, on the 11th of July and 
continued four days, was the largest convention which the 
Society has ever held. In spite of the labor disturbances 
which were then at their height, and which kept some of 
the western delegations away, about 40,000 delegates 
were present, nearly one-half of whom came from outside 
the State of Ohio. The meetings were full of life and 
enthusiasm and much of the spirit of the occasion was 
carried back into all parts of the land to bless and encour- 
age the local organizations in their Christian work. 

The gold reserve in the treasury has run down to $55,- 
000,000, the lowest point ever reached since the reserve 
was created. A very small portion of the customs duties 
at the New York Custom House are now paid in gold, 
nearly two-thirds of the payments for July having been 
in silver certificates. 

Secretary Carlisle has ordered the mints to commence 
recoining silver dollars. The New Orleans mint, in com- 
pliance with the order, has already coined over 50,000 
standard silver dollars, and will continue till further 
orders are received. The treasury has 121,000,000 ounces 
of silver which cost $126,000,000. 

Constantinople was visited by a severe earthquake on 
the 10th of July. Several shocks occurred, and many 
buildings were wrecked, not only in the city but in the 
villages along the shores of the Bosphorus. Many lives 
were lost. 



